A case is reported of pneumoperitoneum after prolonged ventilation of a smoke inhalation victim at the scene by a fireman using intermittent positive pressure ventilation. The clinical presentation, treatment and aetiology, when associated with cardiopulmonary resuscitation, are discussed. The need for adequate training in the use of resuscitation equipment is emphasized, especially for nonmedical staff.
INTRODUCTION
Advanced life support is increasingly being delivered in the pre-hospital setting by ambulance staff with extended training.1 In addition, some advanced life support skills are being taught to non-medical staff -for example, in the fire service and voluntary aid societies. It 
